CHAPTER VI
REPRESENTATIVE GOVERNMENT
" The notion that a man's liberty consists in giving
his vote at election-hustings^ and saying^ * Behold,
now5 I too have my twenty-thousandth part of a
Talker in our National Palaver * . . ."
Is the Turkish Nation fit for Parliamentary Govern-
ment?: First Two Parliaments of Abd-ul-Hamid:
* Parallel between him and Charles I,: Diversity of
Languages in the Turkish Parliament: A French
View: Ahmed Vefik; His Treatment of Deputies:
A Patriotic Kurd: Arbitrary Dissolution of the
First Parliament: Patriotism of its Successor: Post
of Grand Vizier Abolished: Russian Intrigue:
Attack on the Minister of War: Parliament Pro-
rogued sine die: The Third Parliament: Analysis
of the Deputies: Comparison with that of 1877:
Tampering with the Ballot: Debates: Poor Accom-
modation: Memorable Sittings of Feb. 13 and 14,
1909: Fall of Kiamil: Excitement in the Capital:
Full Report of the Debate: Eloquence of the
Arab; Oratory in the House: Parties; Elections:
" Bagmen "
THE question as to whether the Ottoman nation
is fitted for parliamentary institutions is one
which it should be given a chance of answering
for itself, a chance hitherto denied. It is true
that thirty years ago Ahd-ul-Hamid granted a
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